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Introduction to India 
SSEA/LSH 202X 
 
Dr. Vanita, Professor, Global Humanities & Religions 
 
Fulfills the General Education Global/Indigenous requirement, and also fulfills requirements for 
the GH major and the South & South-East Asian Studies minor. 
 
Tuesday8.30-9.30AM, Thursday, 2.00-3.00 p.m. 3 credits. 
 
Office:  Liberal Arts 146-A. Mailbox: in LA152. 
Office Hours: Tuesday 8.30-9.30, Thursday 2.00-3.00, and by appointment 
Email: ruth.vanita@umontana.edu  
Texts (all required) 
1. Stanley Wolpert, India (University of Calif. Press, 2009). To be purchased 
2. R. K. Narayan, translated & abridged, The Ramayana (Penguin Classics, 2006). To be 
purchased 
All the other texts, listed below, are on Moodle: 
3. Extracts from H.G. Rawlinson, India: A Short Cultural History; Diana Eck, “What is India”; 
David Kinsley, “Hindu Goddesses”; Schmidt, “Languages of South Asia”; T.W. Organ, “The 
Hindu Motif.”  
4. Extract from Shashi Tharoor, An Era of Darkness: The British Empire in India.  
5. Short stories: “The Lost Child” by Mulk Raj Anand; “The Miracle” by K.P.S. Duggal; “The 
Voice of God” by Premchand; “A Double Life” by Vijay Dan Detha; Mahadevi Varma, 
“Lachhma.”  
6. Vanita, “Gender and Sexuality in Modern Hinduism.”  
7. Newspaper articles: “The Economy and the Middle Class”; “Rape and the Media”; 
“Interview with Utsa Pattnaik (regarding the economy under British rule).”  
8. Background notes on various topics, such as “Caste,” Jainism, Indic Civilizational 
Tendencies, the Somnath Temple, Hindu tenets and scriptures, Hindu Gods & Goddesses etc.  
9. Extracts from Rig Veda and Mundaka Upanishad 
10. Introductory Notes to all sections on Moodle 
 
Goals 
- To study in outline the history, literature, religion, cinema, politics and economy of India 
- To study the role of India, past and present, in South & South-East Asia and in the world.  
 
Learning Outcomes 
(a) Acquire some basic information about the history, culture, religions, literature, 
cinema, politics and economy of India  
(b) Develop a basic understanding of the relationship, past and present, between India 
and other countries in the region as well as other countries in the world, such as the U.S. 
 
Requirements 
(a) attend classes regularly. More than four absences not explained to my satisfaction will result 
in halving your grade for attendance and class participation, and more than seven absences will 
result in a zero for attendance; leaving early or coming late without explanation will be treated as 
an absence. Explanations (preferably in advance of the absence) must be backed up with 
documentation, communicated to me in person and accepted by me. 
(b) keep up with the assigned reading, bring the text to class (either print out the readings from 
Moodle or bring them to class on a device), and participate in discussion; 
(c) give me a thoughtful typed question or comment once a week in class, on a text that is to be 
discussed in class that day. Handwritten questions will not receive credit.  
 (d) take the mid-term exam, final exam, all quizzes, and complete all assignments.  
(e) Check UM email regularly, especially the day before class. I send out notifications and 
changes by email. UM policy forbids me to write to you on any email address other than the UM 
one. The best way to communicate with me is by email. 
 
Grades 
Assignment Grade Percentage 
Class attendance & Participation 25% 
Typed responses 10% 
Quizzes 20% 
Mid-term exam 20%  
Final Exam 25% 
 
a. Quizzes will be given at the start of class. Therefore, you need to be on time to take them. 
In addition to the specified texts, quizzes will also contain questions on information 
supplied in class lectures. Quizzes may contain both multiple-choice type questions and 
short answer questions and are designed to test (a) whether you have read the prescribed 
texts (b) whether you remember basic facts about the text as well as information 
communicated in class lectures and movies. Quizzes can be made up within the week 
(not more than twice in the semester), but not later. 
b. Plagiarism or academic dishonesty of any kind, in any assignment, will result in your 
failing the class and may also result in other penalties such as expulsion from the 
University (for further details, refer to the section on Academic Misconduct in the 
Student Conduct Code).   
c. If you take this course to fulfill General Education requirements or for the GHR major or 
the South and South-East Asian Studies minor, you cannot take it Credit/No Credit, and 
you must earn a C minus to pass.  
d. If you have any condition, such as a physical or learning disability, that will make it 
difficult for you to complete the work as I have outlined it, please notify me in the first 
week of class.  
Opportunities for Extra Credit 
South & South-East Asian Studies is organizing three events this semester in collaboration with 
other departments. You can obtain one point of extra credit for attending each of these events 
(three points can make a significant difference in your grade): 
1. Bharata Natyam performance by Ganesh Vasudevan. Bharata Natyam is India’s oldest and 
most androgynous form of classical dance. 19th March evening (time TBA) 
2. Prof. Vasudha Narayanan, Distinguished Prof of Religious Studies at U Florida, will deliver 
an illustrated lecture on “Global Hinduism,” focusing on the US and South-East Asia. 22 April, 6 
p.m in the Dell Brown Room. 
3. Prof. Gautam Basu, biophysicist from Kolkata, will speak on “J.C. Bose: the Road not Taken” 
on 19 April at 6 p.m. J. C. Bose was a major Indian scientist who worked on the emotional life of 
plants, among other things, and was also a pioneering science fiction writer. 
 
 
Reading Schedule 
This schedule is tentative.  It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with any changes. 
Readings indicated for a certain class are to be read in advance of that class, e.g. come to class on 
January 29, having read Chapter 1 of Wolpert and the indicated photocopies. 
 
Approximately half of class time will be spent discussing readings, and half on illustrated 
lectures. 
 
Date  Assignment (to be  
completed before  
class) 
Class Plan 
10 
January 
 Explanation of 
syllabus, introduction 
to the course, and 
background on India, 
past and present.  
15 
January  
SECTION 1: BACKGROUND 
Read Wolpert, Chapter 1 (pp. 1-21) and Schmidt, 
“Languages of India”; “Indian Civilizational Tendencies”; 
Discuss readings. 
Lecture on regions, 
languages, food, 
clothing etc 
17 
January   
SECTION 1 CONTINUED 
Read Diana Eck, “What is India?”  
Discuss readings. 
Lecture on Indian 
relationships with 
other countries in 
antiquity 
22 
January   
SECTION 2: HINDUISM, JAINISM, BUDDHISM 
Read “Hindu tenets and scriptures,” “Hymns from the Rig 
Veda,” and extract from “Mundaka Upanishad.” 
Discuss readings.  Quiz 
on readings and 
lectures of 10-17 
Date  Assignment (to be  
completed before  
class) 
Class Plan 
January. Lecture on 
Indian philosophy 
 
24 
January 
SECTION 2 CONTD 
Read Wolpert, 25-38; “The Hindu Motif”; “Caste.” 
Discuss readings. 
Lecture on traditional 
institutions – extended 
family, community, 
marriage 
29 
January 
SECTION 2 CONTD  
Read Wolpert 75-93; “Jainism”; and David Kinsley, 
“Hindu Goddesses.”  
Discuss readings. 
Lecture on Indian 
Buddhism, Jainism, 
Goddesses 
31 
January   
SECTION 2 CONTD 
Read Rawlinson, “Ancient Hindu Kingdoms”   
Discuss readings. 
Lecture on ancient 
Hindu kingdoms’ 
literature, art, 
architecture 
5 
February    
SECTION 3: THE RAMAYANA 
Read Introductory Note on Moodle, and The Ramayana, 
pp. xxiii-xxv; 1-50. 
Quiz on readings and 
lectures of 22-31 
January. 
7 
February   
SECTION 3 CONTD 
Read The Ramayana, pp. 50-100. 
Discuss readings 
12 
February   
SECTION 3 CONTD 
 Read The Ramayana, pp.100-150 
Discuss readings.  
 
14 
February  
SECTION 4: MUSLIM KINGS, MUGHALS, SIKHISM 
Read Wolpert, pp. 93-100 (Islam in India); Rawlinson, 
“Akbar Padshah” (in “Akbar and Shah Jahan”), pp. 296-
319; and “Somnath.” 
Discuss readings. 
Lecture on modern 
Indian views of Mughal 
Empire, with some film 
clips. Quiz on the 
Ramayana 
19 
February  
SECTION 4 CONTD 
Read Rawlinson, “The Climax of the Mogul Empire” (in 
“Akbar and Shah Jahan”) pp. 321-340. 
Discuss reading.  
Lecture on modern 
Indians’ views of 
Mughal empire. Some 
clips from films 
21 
February  
SECTION 4 CONTD 
Read Rawlinson, “The Decline & Fall of the Mogul 
Empire,” pp. 342-357 and “The Sikhs,” 377-383; Wolpert, 
pp. 100-08 (Sikhism); Wolpert, 93-100 (Islam in India).   
Lecture on Sikhism, 
Bhakti and Indian 
Sufism 
Date  Assignment (to be  
completed before  
class) 
Class Plan 
26 
February  
SECTION 5: LIT, ART, DANCE, DRAMA, MUSIC 
Read Introductory Note on Moodle; Wolpert, 147-56 
(art, dance, drama, music); Rawlinson, “Vernacular 
Literature,” (in “Decline and Fall of the Mughal Empire”) 
pp. 373-375. 
Lecture with film clips 
on dance, drama, 
poetry, music. 
28 
February    
SECTION 6: COLONIALISM 
Read Wolpert, pp. 43-57 (Westernization and 
Colonialism); Tharoor, An Era  of Darkness, pp.1-24 
Quiz on readings and 
lectures of 14-21 
February 
5  
March    
SECTION 6 CONTD 
Read Wolpert, pp. 57-67 (The Impact of Gandhi); “The 
Miracle” by K.P.S. Duggal, and “Background Note on “The 
Miracle”); Nathuram Godse’s defence speech 
 
Discuss readings. 
Lecture on Gandhi and 
critiques of Gandhi 
Review   
7 March    Mid-term exam  
12 March  SECTION 6 CONTD Read Tharoor, An Era of Darkness, 27-
end; Interview with Utsa Pattnaik. 
Discuss readings. 
Lecture on Indian 
cinema 
14 March  
 
SECTION 6 CONTD 
 
See Film Mirch Masala  
19 March    Finish watching and 
discuss film 
19 March 
evening 
Ganesh Vasudevan dance performance  
21 March    SECTION 7: INDIA POST-1947 
Read Wolpert, 192-226; “The Economy and the Middle 
Class”; Note on Partition.    
Discuss readings  
Quiz on readings and 
lectures of 7-21 
March. 
25-29 
March 
Spring Break  
2 April   SECTION 7 CONTD 
Read Vanita, “Gender and Sexuality in Modern 
Hinduism.” 
Discuss reading. 
 
4 April SECTION 7 CONTD 
Read “The Lost Child” by Mulk Raj Anand; “The Voice of 
God” by Premchand; “A Double Life” by Vijay Dan Detha; 
Mahadevi Varma, “Lachhma.”  
Discuss readings. 
Lecture on modern 
Indian literature 
9 April SECTION 7 CONTD 
Read “Rape and the Media.” Sexual molestation, rape, 
and the laws. 
Discuss readings. 
Background for 
documentary and 
independent cinema 
Date  Assignment (to be  
completed before  
class) 
Class Plan 
11 April    SECTION 7 CONTD 
Watch Tales of the Night Fairies at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ystke5m8now&t=3s 
Discuss the film. 
Lecture and Q&A on 
Politics in India today. 
Public debates in India 
today: homosexuality 
and transgender; sex 
work; censorship.   
16 April SECTION 7 CONTD  Continue discussing 
public debates in India 
today: inter-religious, 
especially Hindu-
Muslim relations 
(personal laws; 
Kashmir; terrorism; 
conversion). 
 
18 April SECTION 7 CONTD 
Read Wolpert, 180-86, “Scientific Contributions,” and pp. 
140-146 (Urban life and industry). 
Quiz on readings and 
lectures from 2-18 
April. Review for mid-
term 
19 April, 
6 p.m 
Prof Basu’s lecture on J.C. Bose Honors College Lounge 
22 April, 
6 p.m 
Prof Narayanan’s lecture on Global Hinduism Dell Brown Room 
23 April SECTION 7 CONTD 
Read Note on Vicky Donor 
 
See film 
Vicky Donor 
 
25 April   Complete and discuss 
movie.  
Review for exam. 
3 May 
8.00-
10.00 
Final Exam  
 
 
